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A PEW ANDIRONS, DESIGNED BY GEORGE G. BOOTH. 



SMALL THINGS FOR DECORATION. 

THE illustration on page 7 shows a variety of useful novel- 
ties, quite small in size comparatively, but decorative 
and valuable. The effect of a room is often heightened 
by the judgment or taste in the selection of its ornamental 
pieces. The heavy articles of furniture probably carry greater 
impressiveness, but it is the bric-a-brac and little bits hung or 
stood in suitable places that are examined by the visitor, the 
brackets and what they bear, the hanging cabinet and what it 
contains, any new feature in the shape of an odd shaped vase 
or decorative object receives its share of attention, and that 
share is much larger than what is bestowed upon the standing 
cabinet or the sofas or the tables. So there is a constant search 
for and ever ready willingness to adopt anything that is at the 
same time novel and pretty, and such designs or suggestions are 
the most popular for an artist to devise. 

In the number of designs referred to, as on page 7, there are 
three very clever and entirely original sconces, one showing a 
wing with a claw protruding from the lower end grasping a 
socket for the candle to rest in, is perhaps the most noticeable, 
being practically and artistically unlike anything that has here- 
tofore been given or suggested. Another sconce is in the form 



of a dove with wings spread and bearing the candle from its 
beak, while the third is a diminutive caduceus, somewhat sug- 
gestive of the speedy flight of light. A hat rack in the shape of 
a dolphin, another formed like a wave, with' the fish half con- 
cealed within it holding forth a hook in the mouth, and a cane 
hand shaped rack with the fingers sufficiently separated to per- 
mit the cane being dropped between them, catching by its 
handle ; there is a sconce circular in form, with a mirror in 
centre and horns branching from either side ; the curtain poles, 
with dolphin ends, the creatures twisted about the poles in 
queer contortions and fantastic shape ; a cabinet for bric-a-brac, 
each shelf being overhung by a gracefully curved ornamental 
piece beneath which the jars and images and statuettes are 
sheltered ; there are two racks for books, one having a closet in- 
troduced for the reception of a choice bit of pottery; or upon 
extreme occasions it might possibly harbor a decanter ; the other 
book rack has a smaller shelf beneath, guarded by brass bars, 
open at the ends to permit the placing of anything desired be- 
hind them ; the conch-shell bracket, its shelf supported by a fish 
tail, will be noticed and be popular ; the cabinet for cigars and 
matches will be useful in some houses and some clubs no doubt, 
and finally the mantel mirror, the bronze frame being at the 
bottom and sides only, rising in one instance in the representa- 
tion of a sea horse and the other as a mermaid, sustaining the 
mirror between them, which has no other protection at its top 
than the beveled edge of the glass itself. 



Where one can stand the imputation of neglect it is well to 
permit the dust that settles upon busts and statuettes, placed 
upon high brackets or in any position above the heads of visi- 
tors, to remain undisturbed, as it accentuates the shadows and 
gives an effect that the application of unnatural coloring can 
never approach. We were impressed with this upon the occasion 
of a friend's "breaking up" after a residence of some years in 
one place, and his regard for this plan. A peculiar freak of the 
duet was noticed in the case of an iron plaque that had remain- 
ed undisturbed against the wall for five years or thereabouts, 
which when removed showed upon the plaster behind it a per- 
fect reproduction of the figures in the iron, every detail of the 
ornamentation being minutely and absolutely counterfeited. 
The neglect of the housewife was compensated for in the novelty 
of the effect. 




PARLOK FURNITURE. 

Id mahogany or walnut, with glass panels in overmantel and cabinet, where shown, plush (peacock blue), or Japanese silk panels in overmantel, 
indicated. Sofa and chair covered in velvet or tapestry, to harmonize with other furniture. 



